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Belletrist: What was your favorite book
that you read in the last year & why?

MAI: ‘THE YEARS’
BY ANNIE ERNAUX

‘translated by Alison Strayer. It's a memoir in
the first-person plural, so “we" instead of the
usual '1" I love how this unconventional point
of view for a memoir allows it to become both
personal and collective simultaneously. It's
Ernaux’s story, yes, but it's also the story of her
generation—its politics, culture, music, food.
Her layering of time and memory is masterful”
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click to buy!

Belletrist: What book are you looking
forward to reading in the year ahead?

MAI: ‘THE TROUBLE WITH
HAPPINESS AND OTHER STORIES’
BY TOVE DITLEVSEN

‘I've been devouring Ditlevsen's
writing and can't wait for this one,
published by FSG this April”

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE
BOOKSTORE?
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‘A haven for book lovers and a great
supporter of local writers, especially
those who write in English.”

REMEMBERING HOW TO LOOK: ON

THE TRAIN TO BAGHDAD
By Alia Yunis

BEIRUT FRAGMENTS, 2021
By Charif Majdalani

HOW OBJECTS LOST THEIR MAGIC
By Byung-Chul Han

MAI’S FAVORITE THINGS

PARSLEY SEED
ANTI-OXIDANT
SERUM BY
AESOP
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